Pacific genus of Lauraceae (van der Werff & Richter, 1985) that shows a remarkable disjunction between Southeast Asia (southern China, Vietnam, Laos, Cambodia, the Philippines, and Indonesia) and tropical America (Costa Rica, Panama, Colombia, Ecuador, Peru, and Brazil, and reported herein for Venezuela). Caryodaphnopsis is characterized among genera of Lauraceae by its opposite leaves and six strongly unequal tepals, the outer three being much smaller than the inner three (van der Werff & Richter, 1985; van der Werff, 1991a; van der Werff & Dao, 1999) . In addition, Caryodaphnopsis has an interesting wood anatomical feature: the presence of pyramidal calcium oxalate crystals in the ray parenchyma cells (Richter, 1981; van der Werff & Richter, 1985) , which is present in the Old World species of the genus, but not found in the Neotropical species (F. Lorea, pers. comm., 2008 
THE COASTAL CORDILLERA
The Coastal Cordillera (Cordillera de la Costa) is the third largest mountain range in Venezuela, extending approximately 800 km from its western extreme in the Turbio-Yaracuy depression, where it separates from the Venezuelan Andes, to its eastern end at the tip of the Peninsula de Paria in the state of Sucre. Because of their proximity, the Coastal Cordillera and the Venezuelan Andes have sometimes been considered a continuous mountain chain. However, these two cordilleras do not share a common geologic history; the Coastal Cordillera is ca. 65 million years old, whereas the northern Andes complex is ca. 20 million years old (González de Juana et al., 1980; F. Urbani, pers. comm., 2006) . The northern limit of the Coastal Cordillera is the Caribbean coastline, and to the south we find vast plains known as Los Llanos. The summits and uppermost slopes of the Coastal Cordillera are mostly covered by humid cloud forest, which extend between 600 and 2000 m. Deciduous and humid low forest are also found in this region, scrub and low forests are present in the arid coastal region, and savannas and herbaceous formations occur on lower slopes, mainly in the interior valleys and plains. Steyermark (1982) studied the Coastal Cordillera flora and concluded that, in addition to endemic taxa, the vegetation of this region was a blend of Central American, Caribbean, Andean, and Guayanan-Amazonian elements. According to Huber et al. (1998) , the region holds between 3000 and 3500 species of vascular plants, of which ca. 278 were noted as endemic. Species Caryodaphnopsidi fosteri van der Werff accedens, sed ab ea petiolis dense puberulis, foliis apice rotundatis, pedicellis 2-3 mm longis, tepalis interioribus 3-4.5 mm longis, intus dense sericeis, filamentis validis ca. 2 mm longis, antheris interioribus glandulis globosis duabus basi adhaerentibus atque ovario pubescente diversa.
Caryodaphnopsis fieldii
Tall trees; twigs quadrangular to slighty terete, densely puberulent, glabrescent when mature. Leaves opposite, chartaceous, elliptic to elliptic-oblong, 6-12 3 3-6 cm, base acute to cuneate, apex rounded, glabrous adaxially, sparsely pilose abaxially, more densely along the main and secondary veins; blades triplinerved, the basal lateral veins leaving the midrib 1-3 mm from the base of the leaf, lateral and secondary venation slightly impressed adaxially, raised abaxially, tertiary venation immersed on both surfaces; petioles 6-12 mm, densely short pubescent. Inflorescence axillary, paniculate with alternate branches, 2.5-5 cm; peduncles ridged, sparsely pilose; flowers pediceled, pedicels 2-3 mm, densely adpressed pubescent, with 2 triangular bracteoles at the base. Tepals 6, strongly unequal, the outer 3 1-2 mm, wide-ovate, sparsely strigose externally, glabrous internally, the inner 3 3-4.5 mm, ovate, 6-veined, adpressed pilose externally, densely sericeous internally; fertile stamens 9; filaments ca. 2 mm, stout, densely sericeous; anthers 4-locellate, the locelli arranged in 2 horizontal rows with the lower pair larger than the upper, introrse in the outer 6 stamens, extrorse in the inner 3, these with 2 globose glands attached at the base; staminodia 3, 1.5-2 mm, filaments densely sericeous, tip triangular; ovary ca. 1 mm, sparsely pilose at the base, strigose from the middle to the apex; style ca. 1 mm, slender; stigma capitate. Fruit not seen.
Distribution and habitat. Caryodaphnopsis fieldii is known only from the type specimen, collected in Aragua State, Venezuela, in the central portion of the Coastal Cordillera, in moist montane forests dominated by trees of Gyranthera caribensis Pittier (Malvaceae) that are up to 50 m tall (Huber, 1986; Smith & Field, 2001) . It may be common in this area, but the great height of the trees surely has discouraged collectors.
IUCN Red List category. According to IUCN Red
List criteria (IUCN, 2001 ), the new species should be included in the category LC (Least Concern) at the regional level, because it is legally protected within Henry Pittier National Park, Aragua State, Venezuela.
Etymology. The specific epithet honors the collector of the type, Andrew M. Field (1955 M. Field ( -1984 , pioneer of forest canopy studies in Venezuela, who died when he accidentally fell from a Gyranthera caribensis tree while conducting canopy research in August 1984 (Bordón, 1987 .
Discussion. Caryodaphnopsis fieldii shares the following characters with C. fosteri: rachis of the inflorescence and pedicels sparsely to densely adpressed pubescent, inflorescences not longer than 6 cm, and ovary ca. 1 mm long. However, C. fieldii is distinguished from C. fosteri by petioles densely short pubescent (vs. slightly pilose); apex of the leaves rounded (vs. obtuse to acute); pedicels 2-3 mm long (vs. ca. 5 mm long); inner tepals 3-4.5 mm long, densely sericeous inside (vs. 5-6 mm long, pilose inside); filaments stout, ca. 2 mm long (vs. slender, 3-4 mm long); the inner stamens with two globose glands attached at the base (vs. two glands attached ca. 1 mm above the base); and the ovary pubescent (vs. glabrous).
Including the new species described here, Caryodaphnopsis currently comprises 15 species. The Asian species were revised by Kostermans (1974) , and a key for known species was written in Chinese by Li and Li (1991) . Since Kostermans revised the Asian species, eight new species (including C. fieldii) have been described in or transferred to Caryodaphnopsis, one from Vietnam and the others from the Neotropics (van der Werff & Richter, 1985; van der Werff, 1986 van der Werff, , 1988 van der Werff, , 1991b van der Werff & Dao, 1999; Zamora et al., 1988) . However, the genus as a whole has never been revised. The following key facilitates the identification of the Neotropical species. It is based on original descriptions and on the examination of specimens deposited in the New York Botanical Garden, the Missouri Botanical Garden, and the Harvard University Herbaria. 
